The Coming Civilization
first directions in which he economizes is in the
reduction of his wages bill.
The Effect of the Machine
The fact that machinery has largely replaced
hand-made products has to a certain extent helped
the capitalist in resisting Labour attempts to obtain
better terms of employment. The machine means
that fewer men are needed than where manual
labour is the method of production, and conse-
quently there is a smaller demand on the Labour
market. The more production depends on the
machine, the more the owner of the machine finds
himself in a position of tactical advantage.
Machines turn out goods much more rapidly than
hand-labour, and mass production is therefore the
inevitable result of mechanical civilization. But, as
there are more goods, a larger demand for the
goods has to be found, or else the goods are wasted
and the business fails to make a profit.
There are some people who apparently regard
the dole as an extravagance or a charity which the
upper class allows to the unemployed merely for
generous and humanitarian motives. But this is an
obvious error. The dole is mainly an insurance
against revolution. Moreover, if an unemployed
man has no money, he will be unable to pay for
food or clothes or fuel, and the market for these
necessaries therefore shrinks. He begs for or steals
food, he wears rags, and he shivers over an empty
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